MALMESBURY

from the foundations by Athelstan in 941. Not only did King
Athelstan endow the Abbey with lands and sacred relics, but
he also gave the townspeople, as a reward for their valour in
battle, a large grant of land with commoners' rights which are
held to this day. On inheriting this land, which is now in the
form of allotments, a man receives a sod from the steward, who
striking him on the back with a twig cut on the land says,' Turf
and twig, I give to thec, same as King Athelstan gave to me/
Tradition assigns the Gothic altar-tomb on the north side of
the sanctuary to Athelstan, who was buried at Malmesbury.

Frequent fires destroyed the p re-conquest Abbey and it was
not until 1142 that the magnificent Romanesque Church was
built*   This took place during the time of Bishop Roger of
Sarum, who having annexed Malmesbury to his see, also built
a castle there to over-awe both monks and citizens.   From the
western part, which alone survived the Dissolution of the Mon-
asteries, it is apparent that in Malmesbury was reached the
perfection of the Romanesque style in this country.   Its two
most remarkable features are the facade of the west front and
the wonderful south porch.   The latter, which is comparable
only to those in France and Italy, consists of an outer arch of
eight members, richly sculptured ; a vaulted porch with wall
arcades, above which are panels of the twelve Apostles; an
inner doorway of three beautifully carved members, sur-
mounted by the figure of Christ, supported by two flying
angels.   It is thought possible by experts that the carving of
this tympanum may be from the pre-conqucst church, in which
case it is a relic of the golden age of Saxon art.   Within, the
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